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PASTORS BLOG
With a world at its worst, we need a church at its best

Bill Hybels once stated that ‘the local church is the hope of the world’. The Greek word for
Church is Ekklesia, meaning a gathering or assembly of people. So, what type of gathering of
people would you like to venture into? When it comes to the origins of church, it’s interesting
that at its formation here on earth, the pastor was being executed as a criminal, the chairman of
the board was out cursing and swearing, denying that he had ever been a part of it. The
treasurer was committing suicide. Majority of the board of executives had fled. The only ones
who stayed around were a few ladies’. These were the original members of what you’re a part of
- church!
One question I’m often asked is why do people attend church and meet with ‘like-minded’
people?
Barna research Group did an in-depth study on why people stayed in their church. Nine
common factors include…
1. They believe this is where the Lord wants them to be.
2. Theological beliefs
3. How much people care
4. Quality of sermons
5. Friendliness to visitors
6. Help for the poor and disadvantaged
7. Quality of children’s programmes
8. How much you like your pastor
9. Denomination
Theology is doctrine, meaning what you believe. God’s Word is truth and inspired by Him. All
sixty-six books are God-breathed. In it we discover and trust in these ‘Truths’ which form our
‘theological thinking’. This belief is played out in the way we make choices in life, and choose
how to live which impacts all areas of our life.
Our life is shaped by the choices we make, so let our first choice be to love the Lord, and be
deliberate in growing in our faith through praying daily, reading the Bible and joining other
believers in a local church. Here at Bethel Chapel we have recently removed ‘Membership’ from
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our church. Instead we wanted to create a relational culture of a Partnership Course. This
course runs twice a year for new people who want to make Bethel Chapel their spiritual home.
The course shares about what it means to belong to the church, this includes what commitment
and belonging means, and also about what to expect from the church. This type of culture
creates an environment of ownership and belonging. If you would like to find out more about
bethel Chapel and keen to attend, please contact the church or keep an eye out on the website
calendar and Facebook page.

A boy stood on a windy
hillside, flying a kite. He
continued to release the
string of the kite and it
went higher and higher
until it was completely out
of sight. One of his friends
walked up and asked how
he knew there was still a
kite on the other end. He
replied. "I know it's there I
feel it tugging on the line."
Like the kite, we can't see
heaven with our eyes, but
we feel it tugging at our
souls!

Let the message of
Christ dwell among you
richly as you teach and
admonish one another
with all wisdom
through psalms,
hymns, and songs from
the Spirit, singing to
God with gratitude in
your hearts.
COLOSSIANS 3:16

Why don’t you drop by and say
hello at one of our drop-in events?
Fortnightly, we will be running a
church coﬀee morning starting
9th February, 11am - 12.30pm. We
would love to invite you for some
complimentary light refreshments
and an opportunity to meet new
people and talk with the pastor.

